
CATALINA ISLAND WOMEN’S FORUM  

BOARD MEETING MINUTES - 2/28/2017 City Hall 

 

Call To Order: 5:36 PM 

 

Members Present: Janeece L., Arlene B., Carole C., Linda S., Janet D., Gail H., Mesa B, Morgan F. and Bertha F. 

Absent:  Alene M. and Lorren D. 

Also Present: Past-President Jessica 

 

Mission statement:  “To create solutions for Women’s issues in our community. To promote the physical, mental, 

professional and business growth of Catalina women, emphasizing the strengths and skills each member brings to 

the organization by concentrating available resources.” 

 

Financial Report:  Arlene made financial statements available to all.  Bertha and Linda inquired about the amount 

of money that had been budgeted for mentoring and expenditures thus far.  Arlene stated that we have a $4,000 

budget for this category and have quite a bit left.  Additionally, we still have money that wasn’t spent last year 

from the unrestricted SCE donation. 

A longer discussion ensued regarding the scholarship dollars available.  Arlene said that there was approximately 

$17,000 that can be used.  We have $8,500 budgeted plus $5,000 from Edison.  The Edison dollars can be used 

only for STEM scholarships.  It was determined that the Edison money could all go to a single recipient or divided 

among several qualified candidates.  Linda also said that the Forum usually receives a $1,000 donation from the 

Cappanellis.  She will follow up to see if we can expect a donation this year.  If so, it can be used on a one-time 

basis, in whole and not divided up or spread over multiple years. 

Mesa asked that the budget be e-mailed to all board members.  Linda moved that the financial report be approved 

and Bertha seconded the motion. 

Health Fair:  Arlene has received a request from the CI Medical Center for $250 donation to go towards the 

upcoming Health Fair to be held April 27, 9:00 – 3:00pm.  A discussion was held whether the Forum should have a 

booth at the Health Fair with pamphlets about our organization.  Linda reported that we manned a booth for many 

years.  Janeece said that this subject will be brought up at the general meeting to ascertain interest in working a 

booth.  Mesa moved that a donation of $250 be approved, which was seconded by Linda. 

Further Donation:  It has been past policy to donate $100 to David Hart, who performs the self-defense class for 

mentored girls.  He then uses this money for other extracurricular needs:  basketball equipment, uniforms, etc.  It 

was agreed to continue this payment to David. 

Mentoring and Scholarships:  Jessica handed out information about how scholarships have been handled by the 

organization.  There was discussion whether there should be changes made to “prevent potential bias” and perhaps 

not have in person interviews.  It was felt by those that have been involved in the past that the interviews were 

critical to our decision making and a very good learning tool for the candidates.  Jessica suggested that Bertha have 

an interview “prep” class with the girls on how to present themselves in dress, timeliness and attitude.   

Any girl can apply for a scholarship.  She need not be in our mentoring program.  It was suggested that a specific 

date be put on the application instead of “due 7 days prior to interview”.  There will be five members of the Forum 

on the scholarship committee:  3 from the board, 2 from general membership.  Bertha asked to be involved, but not 

in the actual interview.  Dates were discussed.  Graduation is June 15.  Bertha to check school calendar to 



determine best date for interviews, which should be early evening, during the week, perhaps May 10 or 24.  Final 

decision at general meeting. 

Next mentoring meeting will be held Sunday, Mar. 12, 5:30PM, at Metropole Café with discussion to be about 

entrepreneurship.  Megan Wright will be speaking.  All members are invited. 

Raffle Tickets:   

We still need to decide whether tickets should stay at $100 each with $5,000 prize, or be reduced to $50 each with 

a $3,000 first prize.  It was suggested that we use ACT travel agency and rather than give prize money directly to 

winner, that payment be made directly to the travel agency then the winner could use all at once or over time.  

Also, we should see if we can have donated 2nd or 3rd place prizes.  As we still do not have consensus, and must get 

tickets printed soon, it was decided that we would offer two alternative options at the next general meeting and 

have a vote. 

Other ideas included having trip options prepared by the agency that showed packages that could be available with 

the prize money.  Further, each member must be responsible for selling a specific number of tickets, which will be 

determined when amount is known.  Also, as previously discussed, we will have a large banner prepared for those 

that sell tickets in the arcade.  Jessica reported that cost is minimal. 

Upcoming Meetings:                            

Janeece said that next meeting will be March 6, at the “M” with a cooking demonstration.  We have about 22 

signed up at $30 each. 

The April 3, meeting will be at the Botanical Gardens with Megan giving a tour.  This will be after day-light 

saving starts.  We will either go to Virgie’s or Sandtrap following with everyone paying for their own.   

The May 1, meeting will be held at Tuna Club.  Carole working on getting speaker, Jessica working with caterer. 

 

Linda suggested that with the number of items on our plate right now that we should go back to monthly meetings.  

Janeece said that would compromise “Fun(d)raising” Committee meetings.  Perhaps they can be combined. 

The Conservancy has requested a “Volunteer Day” from non-profits in town.  Our day is March 21.  Janeece will 

ask for volunteers so that we will know vehicle needs to go into island interior and work on “garden” across from 

KBRT. 

Wine Festival: 

Lorren is seeking location to store auction items.  Jessica said that perhaps a more thorough clean out of storage 

locker.  Janeece offered room in her house, but only during final week.  Cinde to attend next board meeting to 

discuss logistics. 

Other Business: 

A member of the community is requesting funds to assist a resident immigrant to obtain citizenship.  It was 

determined that not only is this kind of assistance not in keeping with our by-laws, but we are unable to make 

funds available to individuals, only organizations.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50pm 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carole Cotter, Correspondence Secretary 


